
Presented by LibraryLinkNJ, the New Jersey State Library and the New Jersey Library Association 
March 19, 2014, Monroe Township Library 

Technology Speed Dating 
Discovery Services: Find the Stuff You Have 

Jessica Adler, LibraryLinkNJ  jadler@librarylinknj.org 
 

Discovery Services are “tools that search seamlessly across a wide range of local and remote 
content and provide relevance-ranked results.”  They provide “a single point of entry into a library’s 
collections.” –Marshall Breeding in American Libraries 

 
General Discovery 
 

 No article-level search (not without 
customization or additional purchase) 

 Search catalog, ebooks, local collections 
 Popular with various library types, though 

some products favor public 
 

Major Vendors 
 

 Aquabrowser 
 BiblioCommons 
 VUFind (open source) 

 
Example: New York Public Library 

Web-Scale Discovery 
 

 Unified search: catalog, ebooks, database 
articles, repositories 

 Solves the “silos” problem 
 NOT federated search 
 Mostly used by academic libraries 

 
Major Vendors 

 
 Ebsco Discovery Service 
 Ex Libris 
 Summon 
 WorldCat Local 

 
Example: Syracuse University Libraries 
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