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The solar system s just cne among many in the Mily Way gzlaxy (see MIKY WAY). At the very center of the snzr system is a medium-sized star called the Sun, which
contains more thzn 95 percent of the mass of the system (see SUN). The remaning 1 percent is dstributed among eight planets, 138 ar more moons, znd innumerable
asteroids and comets (see ASTEROIDS; COMETS), a5 wal as a population of meteoraids (see METEORS AND METEORITES) and dust znd 2 plasma of ions (charged
pertides) and electrons, which permeatz the interplanetary medium

SOLAR SYSTEM

The solar system is the system of planets, including Earth, that revolves around the Sun

Distances in the solar system are measured in astronomical un'ts (abbreviared AU). Cne AU is the mean distance from the Sun ta Earth, that is, 93 milion mies, or 150
millan km. The planets of the solar system and their mean distances from the Sun zre Mercury (0.39 AU; see MERCURY, PLANET), Verus (0.72 AU; see VENUS), Earth
(1.00 AU; see EARTH, PLANET), Mars (1.52 AU; see MARS), Jupiter (5.20 AU; see JUPITER), Saturn (9.54 AU; sez SATURN), Uranus (19.19 AU; see URANUS), and Neptune
(30.05 AU; see NEPTUNE). Pluto, which has been recassifiad by some astranomers as  dwarf planet, is 39.53 AU from the Sun (see PLUTO).
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“Twenty Best Bets for Student Researchers” Booklist

Science History, Social Studies, and World
Animal & Plant Anatomy Geography

Aquatic World America in the Twentieth Century
Birds of the World Ancient & Medieval World

Dinosaurs Civil War

Earth & Physical Science Colonial America

Elements Economic Literacy & Personal Finance

Exploring Earth & Space Science
Exploring Life Science
Exploring Mammals

Explorers and Exploration
Exploring American History: 1550 to 1877
Exploring Ancient Civilizations

Exploring Technology Exploring the Middle Ages
Growing Up with Science Gods, Goddesses & Mythology
Habitats of the World Muslim World

How It Works The Old West

Insects & Spiders of the World
International Wildlife

Inventors and Inventions

Life Sciences

Reptiles and Amphibians
Technology & Applied Science
Wildlife and Plants of the World

Open For Debate

Peoples of Africa

Peoples of Eastern Asia, Australasia... Pacific
Peoples of Europe

Peoples of the Americas

Peoples of Western Asia

Renaissance & Reformation

Supreme Court Milestones

World & Its Peoples: Middle East

World & Its Peoples: The Americas

World & Its Peoples: Eastern & Southern Asia

Health Literature
X . . World & Its Peoples: Europe
Blseasgss& I_Dliorders \?Vr(.eft American World & Its Peoples: Sub-Saharan Africa...
rugs & Society rters _ World & Its Peoples: Middle East, W Asia...
Facts About Drugs Great World Writers
; World War |
Family Health Popular World War Ii
Food and Nutrition Contemporary Writers
Health Encyclopedia
Sex & Society

“Marshall Cavendish Digital is great for kids. It matches our curriculum and is a
perfect fit for the projects assigned by our teachers. | struggle with trying to get kids
to use credible resources and Marshall Cavendish Digjtal is so user friendly and
visually stimulating that the students actually want to use the resource.”

Bobby Griffiths, Teacher/Librarian, Metcalf Junior High,
Burnsville School District, MN
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