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Digitally-based Reader’s Advisory 

In a recent Novelist/LJ poll of librarians, 93% said 

their libraries were pursuing digital RA in these 

areas: 

• Website resources: 79% 

• Book recs via social media: 49% 

• Readalike recs in catalog: 41% 
 



Digitally-based RA (cont) 

• Librarian blogs: 32% 

• Patron book ratings: 31% 

• Form-based RA: 19% 

• Librarian chat on website: 19% 

 

 
Source: http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2014/02/library-services/the-state-of-readers-advisory/  
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Poll 

What is your go-to online reader’s advisory 

tool? 



Adult Social Media Users 

• 71% of internet-using adults are using Facebook, more 

women 

• 42% use multiple platforms 

• 21% use Pinterest, particularly women 

• 18% use Twitter, skewing toward African-American and 

urban 

• 17% use Instagram, recent increase in African-

American use 
 

Source: Sept 2013 Pew Survey: http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/12/30/social-media-update-2013/ 
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How Do We Get Patrons to Interact? 

• Phrasing the perfect post 

• Vote: early & often 

• Recognition 

• Crowdsourcing--have patrons help make 

booklists 

• Start conversations with patrons 



Reader’s Advisory on Facebook 

• Ask a question 

• Offer a “bookmatch” 

• Civic engagement & reading 

• Event (and reading) promotion 

 

 





Reader’s Advisory on Twitter 

Network of librarians for real-time discussion 

and suggestions. 

• Live chats: #readadv, #ewgc, #titletalk 

• #fridayreads 

• #BoD: bookoftheday 

• Integrate with Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, 

Pinterest 

http://readadv.wordpress.com/
http://www.earlyword.com/galleychat/
http://www.earlyword.com/galleychat/
http://titletalk.wikispaces.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FridayReads


Reader’s Advisory on Pinterest 

Feature: 

• Best books and staff picks 

• Readalikes and reading lists 

• Books recommended by patrons 

• New acquisitions 

Collaborate on boards with patrons and other libraries 

Booklist: Pinterest as a Reader’s Advisory Tool 

25 Libraries on Pinterest 

http://www.booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=5564484&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://www.booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=5564484&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://oedb.org/ilibrarian/25-libraries-we-most-love-on-pinterest/
http://oedb.org/ilibrarian/25-libraries-we-most-love-on-pinterest/


List of beach reads from the Kansas City Public Library 



A collaborative board: http://www.pinterest.com/somerslibrary/what-are-you-reading/ 
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Reader’s Advisory on Goodreads 

Feature: 

• Best books and staff picks 

• Readalikes and reading lists 

• Books recommended by patrons 

• New acquisitions 

• Polls 





Get Reacquainted with NoveList 

Hidden gems in NoveList: 

• Book Group Guides 

• Subject/Appeal searching 

• Booktalks--not just for kids 

• Author Readalikes  



Poll: How Do You Use NoveList? 

• Finding readalikes for patrons 

• Age-appropriate books for kids 

• Research for discussion groups 

• Booktalks 

• Booklists 

• Display ideas 



Reaching a Younger Audience 

Among 13-18 year-olds: 

• 61% use Tumblr 

• 55% use Facebook 

• 22% use Twitter 

• 21% use Instagram 

• 13% use Snapchat 
 

Source: 

2013 Survey of Tenth Grade Tech Trends: 

http://blog.garrytan.com/tenth-grade-tech-trends-

my-survey-data-says-s 

Among 18-29 year-olds:  

• 84% use Facebook 

• 37% use Instagram 

• 31% use Twitter 

• 27% use Pinterest 

• 13% use Tumblr* 
Source: 

Sept 2013 Pew Survey: 

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/12/30/demographi

cs-of-key-social-networking-platforms/ 

*2012 figure 
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Reader’s Advisory on Tumblr 

About half of regular Tumblr users are 16-24; users spend 

more total time on the site than other social networks*  

• Visual format great for reader’s advisory 

• Flowcharts 

• Stephanie Anderson’s Tumblr for Reader’s Advisory 

• Libraries and librarians on Tumblr 

• Library Journal’s Tumblarian 101 

• Display ideas at libdisplays.tumblr.com 
 

*Source: http://www.businessinsider.com/tumblr-and-social-media-demographics-2013-12 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/183153451/Tumblr-for-Readers-Advisory
http://www.scribd.com/doc/183153451/Tumblr-for-Readers-Advisory
http://thelifeguardlibrarian.tumblr.com/tumblarians
http://thelifeguardlibrarian.tumblr.com/tumblarians
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If You Like > Try > Why 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

via Molly Wetta of Wrapped up in Books 



Reader’s Advisory on Instagram 

Reading now/listening now 

Book of the Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of library copy, can 

include link to catalog 

Readalike 

recommendations 

 

 



Sites We Love 

Library Reads 

NPR’s Book Concierge 

Indie Next List 

Fantastic Fiction 
 

Genre Resources: 
Stop, You’re Killing Me! 

Smart Bitches, Trashy Books 

SF Signal 

Blogs: 
Book Group Buzz 

The Millions 

RA For All 

Blogging for a Good Book 

Bookavore 

 

http://libraryreads.org/
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Sites We Love: YA and Children’s 

Stacked: Get Genrefied Series 

Wrapped Up in Books: Like → Try → Why 

Storytime Underground 

NoveList K-8 

Reader’s Advisory With Style presentation by Molly Wetta 

and Scott Rader--includes tips on Flow Chart creation 

http://www.stackedbooks.org/search/label/genre fiction
http://wrappedupinbooks.org/readers-advisory-resources/
http://wrappedupinbooks.org/readers-advisory-resources/
http://storytimeunderground.wordpress.com/
http://storytimeunderground.wordpress.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GOGFEgVS3oY5Wvx-HVqk4cI-lDrU2nxIbYLj-cqLoq8/edit
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Poll 

What is your go-to website or blog for reader’s 

advisory purposes? 



Putting it Together: Form-Based RA 

Readers’ Advisory meets Technology 

• Social Media Tools 

• Online Tools 

• Efficiency and Thoroughness  

• Human Touch 

  



Your Next Great Read 

Tulsa City-County Library form: http://www.tulsalibrary.org/your-next-great-read  
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RA form from the West Bloomfield, MI library: http://www.wblib.org/services/readersadv.php  

http://www.wblib.org/services/readersadv.php
http://www.wblib.org/services/readersadv.php


Questions? 



Contact Us 

Anna Mickelsen 

@helgagrace 

fadedhat.blogspot.com 

cdstacked.blogspot.com 

 

Kaite Mediatore Stover 

@marianliberryan 

kaitestover@gmail.com 

http://twitter.com/helgagrace
http://twitter.com/helgagrace
http://fadedhat.blogspot.com
http://cdstacked.blogspot.com
https://twitter.com/marianliberryan
https://twitter.com/marianliberryan
mailto:kaitestover@gmail.com

