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Bonnie Lafazan

New Admin Role
• Challenges

• Staff Changes
• Opportunity !

Small Staff
• 5 FT Librarians incl Dir and 

Asst. Dir
• Plan, prep, facilitate, pre and 

post-promote all

Celebrating Library Programming!

LOVE SUCCESS JOY



ADULT PROGRAMMING Regular Programming: Calming Crafts, 
Chair Yoga, Mobility Club Training, 

Sunday afternoon Concerts, Really Good 
Book Discussion, Arts Exhibits (and 

receptions) and Library Chef

Other programs: Live Author Events, 
Wellness Series, Warm it UP with Winter 

Yoga Series,  Vision Board Workshop, 
Career Training programs, lectures, Adult 

Book Tastings and much more!



YOUTH SERViCES-REGULAR PROGRAMS 

Mother Goose Group/Extended Play, 
Read to a Therapy Dog, Crafts with Chloe, 

School Visits, Story Time Stuffings, 
Boogie Woogie Baby, Story Time Sprouts 

and Library Chef Junior 



Special Themed Events: K-Pop Dance Workshop, 
Storytime Yoga, Taylor Swift Night, Trivia Kahoot 
Nights, Dog Man Day, Library Open House with 

Bubble Show, Hygge Parties, Wellness for Teens, 
Animal Programs, Maker's Day Events, and Sports 

STEM

YOUTH SERVCIES-SPECIAL THEMED PROGRAMS 



Summer Fun!: Summer Stem 
Workshops,  Kickoff event with live 

music, Summer Reading Challenge, 
Tricky Tray, READFEST,  Foam Parties 

and much more!

YOUTH SERVICES-SUMMER!

Huge Shout to all Christine 
Brandenburg, our Assistant 

Director who implements and 
delivers the most robust and 

incredible Youth Services 
programming 



Megan Woods- Introduction
● Communications and Outreach 

Assistant
○ Newest member
○ Fixed term- 2 years
○ Part time

● Currently working towards Masters of 
Information 
○ Library and Information Science
○ School Librarianship
○ Rutgers New Brunswick

● Part time library assistant in the 
Camden County Library System



Megan Woods- Responsibilities
● Weekly newsletter
● Monthly newsletter
● Social media presence

○ Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn
○ Interaction, content creation, 

monthly statistics
● Marketing LLNJ events and offerings

○ E-blasts, social media, posters, 
newsletter

● Design projects
○ Business cards, slideshow

● Taking on outreach assignments from 
Darby and Jon



Megan Woods

If you ever need to get in contact with me 
about promotions and outreach, my email is:

megan@librarylinknj.org

I’m looking forward to working with everyone 
and getting to know our members!

mailto:megan@librarylinknj.org


Reggie Blanding

James Brown (1937-1991) dedicated his career to curating and 
expanding the Newark Public Library’s collection of resources on the 
African American experience. As a librarian for 29 years, he served 
as Principal Librarian and Head of the African American Room, 
playing a vital role in shaping this unique and invaluable space.



Reggie Blanding

● Head of the James Brown African American Room
● Collection Development of books related to 

African-American/ Diaspora life 
● Programming including our annual Martin Luther King 

Commemorative Lecture and Black History 
Celebrations

● Outreach and partnerships 



Reggie Blanding



Reggie Blanding



Melody Scagnelli-Townley

For my library:

● Recipient of a $2.1 mil grant from the Community 
Center Digital Connect Grant from the NJ State Library!

● We are replacing our roof, replacing our chiller tower, 
adding in 3 small meeting rooms, a lactation space, and 
a family restroom.

● We are working with our architect on finalizing plans 
and will put out a construction RFP soon.

● I am hoping to have act construction work going by 
summer!

https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/grant-opportunities/community-center-digital-connect/


Melody Scagnelli-Townley

For my library:

Pre-2023 renovations Now

Average 1-2 programs per day Average 3-4 programs per day

Average 20 class visits per year Average 75 class visits per year

Our most popular new programs are Dungeons & Dragons, 
Family Yoga, Little Spanish Scholars, Music with Miss Julia, 

and our Typewriter Type-In!



Melody Scagnelli-Townley
For my staff:

● “Unsung Libraries” spotlight with Jeff Cupo in the 
January 2025 NJLA Newsletter!

● Children’s Librarian, Jake Russell, was accepted to the 
NJLA Emerging Leaders!

● Children’s Library Assistant, Lauren Lapinski, is 
graduating with her MLIS in May!

● Addition of 3 new staff members in February: 
○ 2 FT Night Maintenance / Boiler Operators
○ 1 FT Outreach Librarian

https://www.njla.org/assets/Newsletters/NJLA%20Newsletter%20January%202025%20Vol%2023%20Issue%201.pdf


Melody Scagnelli-Townley
For myself:

● President of the Urban Libraries section of NJLA
● Meetings are the last Tuesday of the month at 10 am
● Next meeting: Tuesday, February 25th at 10 am. 
● Special election win for open Member-at-Large seat on 

NJLA Executive Board
● On the upcoming ballot for open ALA Council seat on 

NJLA Executive Board
● Part of the MentorNJ Mentor Network

○ Email me at mtownley@bayonnelibrary.org



Jon Braun

Three Things 
I Love About 

LibraryLinkNJ



Jon Braun

Information Literacy
& Combating Misinformation 

Equity, Diversity 
& Inclusion Strategies Staff Training

We provide access to 200+ on-demand courses 
across diverse topics, most available without logging in!



Jon Braun

Our Reframing Information Literacy series with 
author and educator David Cooper Moore is now 

available on the LearningSpace!

Who Knows: 
Reframing Information 

Literacy for a Wider Audience

What Do I Know: 
Building Background 

Knowledge & Developing 
a Research Framework

What Will I Find:
Introducing & Modeling 

Online Search



Jon Braun

NJ AI Ambassadors



Yesenia Lopez

Dr. Olga J. Wagenheim pointing at 
Newark ‘74: Remembering the Puerto 
Rican Riots - An Unexamined History 

exhibit panel (2016) 

Ingrid Betancourt putting 
finishes touches on Edible 

History exhibit (2014)

Co-founders of the NJ Hispanic Research & 
Information Center at The Newark Public Library



Yesenia Lopez

HRIC Organizing Committee 
(2003)



Puerto Rican Community 
Archive Office (2006-2008) 

Roseville Branch Storage 
(2008-2011)

Off-Site Storage 
(2012-present)

Yesenia Lopez



Yesenia Lopez



Susan Van Alstyne



Susan Van Alstyne
Taylor Memorial Library celebrated its 70th birthday this year with a

Bewitching Birthday Bash!

- Seasonal crafts were made: friendship bracelets, haunted gingerbread houses, and our first zine 
was created! A collaborative zine station was set up and we had over 20 pages by the end! 

- New Jersey Paranormal joined us and gave an in-depth discussion & demonstration of haunted 
objects - including our very own Victorian Hair Wreath from our archive…

- Kurt Hirschberg, an associate of the original architect of the library, Jan Hird Pokorny, joined us for 
our event! TML is an award-winning structure and was Pokorny's first commissioned work!

- An exhibit showcasing photographs from the library's 70-year history was displayed, accompanied 
by a LibGuide detailing our history.

https://libguides.centenaryuniversity.edu/c.php?g=1426158&p=10579211&preview=f3fec5f39ffd8d964af8679560b734b0


Susan Van Alstyne



Susan Van Alstyne
Work-study students play a crucial role in the experience at our academic library. 
Their dedication and responsibility are essential for organizing events, and the 

enthusiasm they bring to their work is invaluable. They have contributed 
creatively by managing crafting tables for events like the birthday bash, helping 

set up and promote monthly displays, and actively attending our events!



Stephanie Sendaula
Outreach Highlights

Super Library Supervisors

Skill-Sharing Conversations

Genre Readers’ Advisory Series

Summer Book Bash

Signing Basics (Customer Service Signs for Librarians)



Stephanie Sendaula

We provide sign language training to library staff of all types 
through our ongoing partnership with Signing Basics and 

their series, Customer Service Signs for Librarians



Stephanie Sendaula

We offer summer fun for library staff as part of our Summer 
Book Bash, a series of virtual author visits and publisher 
book buzzes, with prizes and giveaways for library staff



Jennifer Bruno

● Administrative Operations Manager
● With LLNJ for 2 years
● My background is Accounting and 

Audit

How to contact me:
Jennifer@librarylink.org

732-752-7720 ext 104
732-361-4840 (direct)

mailto:Jennifer@librarylink.org


Jennifer Bruno
What I do for LLNJ

Billing (accounts 
receivable, 
accounts 

payable, budget)

Statewide delivery 
service customer 

service and 
updates

Making sure behind 
the scene 
operations runs 
smoothly

Vendor/presenter 
contracts



Jennifer Bruno

Why LLNJ 
Good work-life 

balance

Good leadership

Sense of purpose

Supportive 
colleagues



Randi Hawkins-Ridgewood PL

Our library has a dedicated local 
history and genealogy room. The 

Bolger Heritage Center is open the 
same hours as the library, and also 
has staff that can help with unique 
research such as when your house 

was built. Our archive preserves 
Ridgewood;s history and even has 
a postcard collection, such as this 
Valentine’s Day one. For more info 

go to 
localhistory.ridgewoodlibrary.org 



Randi Hawkins-Ridgewood PL
Our vibrant youth services department offers 
programming and materials for children and 

teens from birth through grade 12. From 
Dungeons & Dragons to bubble dance 

parties, Ridgewood Library offers something 
for everyone, including a robust collection 

and teen volunteer opportunities.



Randi Hawkins-Ridgewood PL

Books 
and 

Films Brain 
Health 

Screening
s

Suppor
t 

Groups

8+ 
Partner

s

Reminisc
e Kits+

Memor
y Cafes

Dementia 

Expert 

Programs



Literacy For Littles 
at Moorestown Library

L4L is a passive program that provides access to toys, games, activities, and tips focussed 
on areas of literacy that are important for school readiness and lifelong learning. 

L4L empowers and encourage caregivers and little ones to practice their literacy skills 
inside and outside the library. It supports 
caregivers in being their child’s first teacher and 
making learning fun.  
 
L4L sparks discussions about important skills, 
from rhyming to recognizing emotions to tooth 
brushing and healthy eating!  



“I knew I had to start 
introducing letters, so this 

is perfect timing!”

Barb Napoliello and 
Ashley Hoffman 

developed L4L and 
enhance it with 
literacy tips in 

“This Week at the 
Library” SM posts.

We’re learning about the 
calendar. Put a sticker on 

your birthday month!
 



Topics so Far
Letters

Numbers
Colors

Shapes
Rhyming
Emotions
Opposites

Healthy Habits
Weather

Calendar and Seasons
Next up: Parts of the Body



Nuts and Bolts
We switch modules every 2 months, but you could keep themes longer or 
switch them more frequently - it’s flexible!

Sometimes things get lost, but we usually find them or figure out a way to 
work without them.

Modules have 4 items and costs about $50-$75 (Thank you Friends!)

We find toys and games on Lakeshore or Amazon, and some things are 
donated or we make them. 

Activity sheets come from Scholastic Teachables. 

Literacy tips come from various websites or encourage the use library resources. 

You don’t have to do all of this, you can pick and choose!

                   We love talking about L4L! Contact me at: jdunne@moorestownlibrary.org



Mi-Sun Lyu

Cybersecurity Series AI Series

LLNJ Tech Advisory Group

https://librarylinknj.org/about-us/L-TAG
https://librarylinknj.org/about-us/L-TAG
https://librarylinknj.org/about-us/L-TAG


Mi-Sun Lyu



Mi-Sun Lyu



Christine Crawford



Christine Crawford



Christine Crawford



Collaboration & 
Partnerships

Ralph Bingham



EDI-NJ Initiative





Our Team



More to Love
African American Culture Connection
Monroe Township Library
March 14th, 10:30am

Register Now



More to Love
New Member Information Session
Online via Zoom
March 21st @ 10:30am

Register Now

● What is LibraryLinkNJ?
● Who is part of the LibraryLinkNJ team?
● What can LibraryLinkNJ offer me?
● How can library staff get involved?





More to Love

Keynote Address:
Emotional Wellness for Library Workers: Strategies 
to Manage Anxiety, Uncertainty, and Burnout 
with Loida Garcia-Febo

Plus networking, discussions, and fun!  

Save the Date 
MentorNJ Mega Meet-up, 
March 26th
Monroe Township Library



More to Love
TechFest
Monroe Township Library
April 29th

Save the Date 
Keep an eye out for attendee registration OR join us as a Table Talk presenter!



Thanks!
DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?

ce@librarylinknj.org

librarylinknj.org

@librarylinknj

mailto:ce@librarylinknj.org

