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By	visualizing	informa1on,	we	turn	it	into	a	
landscape	that	you	can	explore	with	your	
eyes,	a	sort	of	informa1on	map.	And	when	
you’re	lost	in	informa1on,	an	informa)on	
map	is	kind	of	useful.	
―David	McCandless	

The	purpose	of	visualiza1on	is	
insight,	not	pictures. 

―Ben	Shneiderman	

Few	people	will	appreciate	the	music	if	I	just	show	them	the	
notes.	Most	of	us	need	to	listen	to	the	music	to	understand	
how	beau)ful	it	is.	But	oGen	that’s	how	we	present	sta1s1cs;	
we	just	show	the	notes…we	don’t	play	the	music.	
	–	Hans	Rosling	



The Data Visualization Continuum 

Excel chart/ 
number art in a 
report or 
presentation 

Complex infographic  
that includes a variety  

of visual elements 
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FOUR SIMPLE 
TWEAKS  

to make numbers and charts more 
accessible 

  



1. PUT NUMBERS IN CONTEXT 



Source: Data is Beautiful/Reddit 

2. CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE CHART 



2. CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE 
CHART 



3. SIMPLIFY AND ESTABLISH A  
FOCAL POINT 



Image credit: Stephanie Evergreen 
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4. DON’T MAKE PEOPLE WORK 
TOO HARD TO FIND INFORMATION 
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CHART DISSECTION 
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The impact of summer reading was particularly pronounced for families 
participating in the program for the first time and children ages 4-6: 

All survey respondents          Parents of children ages 4-6           Families participating in summer  
                reading for the first time  
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ACTIVITY:  
CHART 

DISSECTION 





Using technology to stay in touch with family and friends and maintain 
social networks was the most popular activity on Rock Creek Public 
Library computers. 
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The percentages of Stony Brook Public Library computer users accomplishing  
work-related tasks have increased steadily since 2013. 
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About half of Boulder Bay Public Library computer users are white, 
and more than 1 in 4 are Hispanic or Latino. 
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More than a quarter of Boulder Bay Public Library computer users are 
Hispanic or Latino. 
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3 DESIGN GUIDELINES 
1. K.I.S.S. 
2. Show rather than tell 
3. Colors and fonts 
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THE DESIGN 
PROCESS 



STEPS FOR SUCCESS 

1.  Begin with numbers 
2.  Understand your goals 

and audience 
3.  Find your story 
4.  Design, refine, repurpose 
5.  Share 



SUMMER READING SURVEY 
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GOALS AND AUDIENCE 



Each year, Colorado public libraries offer 
engaging summer reading programs to 
encourage children and teens to read for 
fun and to prevent summer learning loss… 

GOALS AND AUDIENCE 



STEPS FOR SUCCESS 

1.  Begin with numbers 
2.  Understand your goals 
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5.  Share 



WHAT’S THE STORY? 
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DESIGN, REFINE, REPURPOSE 
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INFOGRAPHIC CREATION 
SOFTWARE 

PowerPoint Adobe 
Illustrator 

Piktochart 
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PIKTOCHART 



RESOURCES 
➢ Infographic Software Selection Guide 
➢ PowerPoint Templates 

➢ Tips and Inspiration  
➢ Software Tutorials 

➢ Icon/Image Sources 
➢ Fonts/Symbol Fonts 

➢ Color 

➢ Palettes  
➢ Color Blindness 

➢ Chart Selection Guide 
 
 
 
 



RESOURCES 

http://bit.ly/LLNJ_Data 



NEXT STEPS 
1.  Perform a chart dissection. 
 
2.  Take a data inventory. What are you 

currently collecting? 
 
3.  Think about the stories you want to tell 

about your library. Do you have the data 
to tell those stories?  



IT’S EASIER TO BE A 
CRITIC THAN IT IS  
TO BE A CREATOR 





QUESTIONS? 



THANK YOU! 

Linda Hofschire 
Hofschire_L@cde.state.co.us 

www.lrs.org 
 


